
 
 

  

 

 
 

The Music Department at ASFA 
 

  

 
Through classroom instruction, disciplined practice and innumerable performance 
opportunities, students learn to communicate, inspire, and entertain in ensembles or solo. 
  

The Music Department offers training and experience to prepare students for advancement to college-
level conservatories and subsequent professional careers.  Graduates are currently active in virtually 
every professional musical endeavor, from solo recital, symphony, opera, jazz and pop to music 
education, music therapy and the commercial music industry.  The outstanding record of success by 
ASFA music majors is reflective of a basic philosophy: to develop technical proficiency, artistic ability, 
and intellectual curiosity to the fullest, so that each individual may successfully pursue a specialized 
career option in the highly competitive field of music. 
  
Students in the music program at ASFA have the opportunity to learn through performance in various 
capacities.  All music majors are required to participate in the ASFA Choir that performs throughout 
the year.  Each student performs in student recitals at least once each semester.  In addition, 
instrumentalists participate in orchestra, jazz ensemble, and smaller chamber ensembles.  
Department performances presented throughout the year include standard repertoire from the 
Renaissance to the 20th Century. 
  

Curriculum 
  

The music program is comprehensive in its study of Applied and Practical Music.  Applied Music 
consists of course work that relates to actual music performance such as one weekly private lesson, 
orchestra, choir, chamber choir, jazz ensemble, vocal and piano repertoire/literature and chamber 
music.  Practical Music courses are more classroom-based and include music theory (basic through 
advanced), music history, aural awareness, sight-singing, and class piano.  Students earn two credit 
units per semester, one for Applied Music and one for Practical Music. 
 

 
 

Application Procedure 
 

  

To apply to the Music Department at ASFA, you must be a rising 7th—11th grader. 
   
Application Deadline: ASFA must receive all of the following documents by January 28, 2022. 
  
Student Application: Complete form and submit to ASFA as soon as possible.  We must receive the 
application first so all other forms will be attached to it. 
  
Application Fee: A $50.00 non-refundable application fee must be submitted with the application. 
  
Teacher Recommendation Forms & Request for Grades:  Go to the ASFA Application Page of the 
application and under #III you will see in blue. Forms must be electronically signed by the parent and 
student before forms are submitted to the teachers to complete. 

 
 



 
 
• You will need email addresses for your current English teacher, academic teacher of choice 

and music teacher. Recommendations must be received on or before the deadline.  
  

• Counselor/Registrar Request for Grades Form:  Form is located under schoolrecs on the 
application.  Form must be signed by the parent and student before the form is submitted to 
the Registrar or Guidance Counselor at your school to complete.  This form and all of the 
requested information must be completed and returned to ASFA on or before the deadline. 

 
  
Video: Read Carefully – As a preliminary part of the application process, the Music Department must 
receive a recording of the student performing the following: 
 
Piano/Instrument/Voice: 
You will find detailed Instrument and Voice Audition requirements within the online application.  The 
recording must contain two contrasting movements or pieces (no band or choir literature) for solo 
instruments and may be different from the requirements for the live audition.  No scales should be 
performed on the recording. 
 
Two to three prepared solos of his/her choosing.  The video should be no longer than 8 minutes. The 
grade-level audition repertoire is recommended. No scales or ensemble music is allowed as all 
repertoires should be solo material for the instrument.   

 
 

 
 How to Upload and Share Videos in Google Drive 

 
Upload files 
There are two ways to upload files to Google Drive: 
• Drag-and-drop files. If you’re using the latest versions of Chrome or Firefox, you can simply drag-

and-drop files directly from your computer into Google Drive. You can even drag-and-drop files 
directly into folders or sub-folders. 

• Upload files using Google Drive. Follow the steps below to select files to upload to Google Drive. 
 

New Google Drive 
Open drive.google.com. 

1. Click the  New button and select Upload Files... from the drop-down menu. 
2. Select the file you'd like to upload. To select multiple files, 

press Shift or Ctrl(PC)/Command(Mac) and click all the files to upload. 
3. You’ll see a box that shows the progress of your file upload. Click on the file name to open the 

file or close the box by clicking the X in the upper right corner. 
 
 
Classic Google Drive 
Open drive.google.com. 

1. Click the upload  button and select Files... from the drop-down menu. 
2. Select the file you'd like to upload. To select multiple files, 

press Shift or Ctrl(PC)/Command(Mac) and click all the files to upload. 
3. You’ll see a box that shows the progress of your file upload. Click on the file name to open the 

file or close the box by clicking the X in the upper right corner. 
 

 

 

 



 

Share a file 

You can share a file or folder in Google Drive or in the Docs, Sheets, and Slides home screens. 
1. Open Drive, or a file or folder you want to share. 
 
2. Open the sharing box: 
• While you have a file open: Click Share in the top-right corner. 

• While you have a folder open: Click the  Share button in the top-right. 
• From your file list in Drive: Select the name of a file or folder and click 

the Share button  at the top. 
 

3. Under “People” in the sharing box, type the email addresses of the people you want to share 
with. Please include the following email addresses depending on the specialty you are choosing: 
 

For MUSIC share with: 
• mlee@asfaschool.org  (all videos) 
• afokkens@asfaschool.org  (all videos) 

 
4. For the type of access you want to give these users choose CAN VIEW by clicking the 

dropdownarrow to the right of that text box: 
Can view:  Users can see the file or folder but can’t edit or comment on it 

 
5. Click Done. The users will receive an email letting them know you’ve shared the file or folder 

with them. 
 
 
Your application and video will be reviewed by the audition committee when they are received. If 
selected, you will be sent a letter of invitation to the live audition on March 12, 2022.  We will notify you 
of your audition status as soon as your application and video have been reviewed.  
 
 
Only completed applications received on or before the deadline will be reviewed.  When the 
audition committee reaches a decision, we will notify you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Music Department at ASFA 

 
Audition Evaluation Criteria 

 
 
Applicants invited to audition may expect evaluation of the following: 
 
TONE PRODUCTION/INTONATION: For instrumentalists and vocalists this refers to both the quality of 
sound and the degree to which the soloist is able to match pitch with the piano and/or any other 
participating instruments or voices.  For pianists, this refers to the evenness and quality of sound. 
 
DYNAMICS: The range of volume from extremely soft to extremely loud and the skill with which the 
performer is able to control the volume. 
 
ARTICULATION: The control of attacks and releases of sound. Diction and foreign language 
pronunciation are also considered for vocalists. 
 
PHRASING: Inflection of the melodic line to communicate the composer’s musical intent, analogous 
to the inflections of speech an actor would use to convey the essence of meaning in the words of a 
play. 
 
TECHNICAL FACILITY: The degree of physical proficiency with which the music is executed, including 
memorization. Technical facility applies to all aspects of physical execution specific to each 
instrument and voice. 
 
ARTISTIC IMPRESSION: The aural and visual effect of the presentation including the aesthetic 
qualities of the performance, appearance, and stage demeanor.  The foregoing criteria are applied to 
each of the following items listed on the Audition Repertoire Requirements Sheet: 
 

Compulsory Scales  •  Compulsory Solo Repertoire  •  Free-Response Repertoire  •  Sight-Reading 
 
 
The final portion of the audition includes an opportunity for the panel to orally interview the applicant, 
as well as to provide the applicant an opportunity to ask questions of the panel. During the interview, 
the panel seeks to ascertain the applicant’s level of motivation, sincerity, confidence, and maturity. 
 
There will also be a short interview with the student and parent with some of the academic faculty. 
 

 
 

 For questions about completing applications contact 
  

Melanie Lee 
205.252-9241 205.458-0342 (fax number) 

e-mail:  mlee@asfaschool.org 
  

For questions about specific audition requirements contact 
  

Alex Fokkens 
Chair, Music Department 
afokkens@asfaschool.org 

 
 


